Rhetoric in Ten Easy Steps, or How and Why to Speak Well in Public
ASC 137.XX

2 credits

Instructor: James Fredal

Office: 408 Denney Hall

Email: fredal.1@osu.edu
Office Hours: TBA

Course Description:

The art of persuasive speaking, also known as rhetoric, is the oldest discipline in the western world and some might say the most powerful force known to humankind: it can turn laughter into tears, anger into fear, despair into joy, in can dispel doubt, raise hopes, inspire courage, and incite action.  Virtually every successful business and every great political movement in history has had behind it a leader able to unite a people and forge among them a common goal and a collective resolve to act in the face of tremendous obstacles and risks; Lincoln at Gettysburg, Roosevelt in the depths of the Depression, Churchill after the fall of Paris, King in Washington D. C.  In this course, we’ll explore the beginnings of rhetoric and public speaking in Ancient Greece through a range of famous speeches from the time, and then we’ll move into more recent examples of great American speeches and speakers. Students will write response papers to the readings and deliver a series of speeches of their own, one of which will be in debate format. 
Course Goals:

The goals of the course will be to introduce students to the study of rhetoric and the practice of public speaking through exposure to famous speeches, dialogues, and debates in history and in recent films and through delivering speeches themselves. 
Texts:

Plato  Phaedrus
Course Pack, also available on Carmen:

Gorgias: “Encomium of Helen”


Lysias: “On the Murder of Eratosthenes”


Anonymous: “Dissoi Logoi”


Antiphon: “Tetralogies”


Isocrates: “Antidosis”


Video of speeches by Kennedy, Jordan, King, Obama.


And The Great Debaters
Policies:

Absences and Participation

Class time will rely heavily on discussion of the readings with occasional lectures, so attendance is not only mandatory but very important, as is careful preparation and active participation in each class.  Your participation grade depends entirely on your contribution to class discussion.


Late Papers

Late papers will be graded down 1/3 letter grade for each day past the first (so, one day late will drop a B to a B- or a B- to a C+)

Plagiarism

When you represent another’s work or ideas as your own, you plagiarize.  This includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use or paraphrasing of another’s work, or the unacknowledged use of another’s ideas.  Plagarism also inclused submitting substantially the same work to satisfy the requirements for one course that has already been submitted for another course, without the permission of the instructor of the course for which it is resubmitted.  For more information on OSU policies on plagiarism and student conduct generally, see http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp 
Students with Disabilities

If you feel you may need an accommodation as a result of the impact of a disability on your ability to satisfy the requirements of the course, you may contact me for a conference and/or contact the Office for Disability Services at 292-3307 (150 Pomerene Hall) to coordinate alternate accommodations.  See http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu for more information.

Assignments:

1 Informative Speech 
10% (2 min)
1 Persuasive Speech 
10% (2 min)
1 Debate 

20% (5 min)
5 Response Papers
50% (250-500 words: 10% each)

Class Participation
10%

Weekly Syllabus

Week One: The Power of Speech:

Gorgias: Encomium of Helen

Lysias: The Murder of Eratosthenes
Week Two: How to Give a Speech

Plato: Phaedrus, part one


Due: Response Paper #1
Week Three: Why Plato hates writing.

Plato: Phaedrus, part two.


Due: Response Paper #2

Week Four: Counterarguments
Anonymous: Dissoi Logoi 

Antiphon: Tetralogies

Due: Response Paper #3

Week Five: Self-Defense
Isocrates: Antidosis


Due: Response Paper #4
Week Six:

John Kennedy: Inaugural Address


Due: Response Paper #5

Week Seven:
Barbara Jordan: DNC Keynote Address


Informative Speeches

Week Eight:
King: I Have a Dream


Persuasive Speeches

Week Nine:
The Great Debaters
Week Ten:

Barack Obama on U.S. race relations


Debates

Finals Week:


Debates
Biographical Paragraph


James Fredal is an Associate Professor in the Department of English with interests in rhetorical history, theory, criticism, and practice (both ancient and contemporary) and is the Director of the Second-Level Writing Program.  His current interests include the rise of rhetorical theory in ancient Greece and the cultural factors that shaped rhetoric as a tool for democratic government and judicial procedure.  For example, there seems to have been a close connection in ancient Greece between rhetorical interaction and gift-exchange.  What was that connection and how did it affect public speaking its teaching?  The hints and clues are quite fascinating.  Also, why did Athenians reverse the direction of their assembly (the Pnyx) when they remodeled it?  The answer has as much to do with lines of sight as it has to do with political ideology.  Fredal also likes teaching and learning about current issues in speech, argumentation, and debate.  He is currently working on a project concerning the rise of legal rhetoric associated with the democratic revolution in ancient Syracuse.  He is also developing a theory of bullshit and is putting together an edited collection on the topic.  He teaches classes in rhetoric and composition at all levels, from Freshman writing to graduate seminars in rhetorical theory, including courses in rhetorical criticism, ancient rhetorical theory, political rhetoric, and, yeah, bullshit.  He also occasionally refers to himself in the third person.
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